Quite unconsciously Radclyfle Hall wrote herself into the
character of Christophe Ben&liL She neither acknow-
ledged nor realized the fact, but I who knew her better than
anyone on this earth affirm it.
Moreover, although it is true that always, while she
created her characters, they came alive to her to an extra-
ordinary degree, so much so that at times she would awake
from sleep to find herself actually talking to them. While
it is also true that in The Well of Loneliness many of Stephen
Gordon's feelings and reactions, though practically none
of her circumstances or experiences, were her own . . .
(had she not always maintained that only by an invert
could such a book be written ?) it was only with Christophe
Benedit that she identified herself spiritually, mentally and
physically to an extent of which she herself remained always
completely unconscious.
She undertook the writing of The Master of the House
with conscious solemnity of purpose and her Hfe while at
work upon it was deliberately austere.
While she was engaged upon it she derived great happi-
ness from an unexpected occurrence which struck us both
as excluding coincidence.
A dear friend and neighbour from Smallhythe, Tony
Atwood, suddenly asked us if we would take charge of a
Relic of True Cross which was in her possession and if
possible give it the reverent exposition in our house that
her circumstances at that time precluded her from doing.
The Relic was duly placed with the obligatory light in a
shrine in my bedroom and remained there throughout the
writing of a book of which a reader (not a Catholic but a
Unitarian minister) wrote from America to the publishers:
'There is an unearthly radiance hovering over the book ..,
It is almost like reading the gospels/
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